Mill Creek

an Ozarks heritage
autumn 1991 S54.00

¢ Legend of the Heelstring
Miller County’s School for the Blind

=
L]
: : &
¢« Pioneer Memories ﬁ:ﬁ
q_\'.r
the diary of James Harvey Vernon, part 1 Q@ m:"_ﬂ;‘.
I.'\. e ‘l‘lz-'
¢ School Days S

Julia Spearman recalls China School



-

sit a spell

Things aren't always what they appear to be:

As T drove by a neighbor's house the other day I
noticed a figure bent over in the yard. "Looke like
Melva's put on some weight.® I thought to myself.
But then I saw bloomers a'showin'. “Why, that ain't
Melva, that's Almal® As I passed by and honked I
realized it was neither ons. It seems Junior had put
up some of those yard decorations that's becoming so
popular. You’ know the kind. Those that show the
tallest point of someone pulling short weeds.

Things aren't always what they appear to be.

It's the same here at Mill Creek.

We advertise ourself as a magazine though by def=
inition we don't qualify as such for we offer no ad-
vertisement.

I suppose you could say we're a newsletter, but
our content isn't exacktly current.

We're not @& gquarterly because we publish three
times annually.

S0 wvhat is Mill Creek? We're simply not sure.
And not many of our readers are either. [ can't say
how many times I've been asked when the next “little
book" was coming out. Well, here's the next one but
what it i we can't exactly tell.

Basically our theme is the past though admittedly
that past ls very locallired. Rather than a general
history we concentrate on comprehensive, thorough
regearch vhich usually limits our readers to only
those vho might be interested in that particular
subject matter. Our approach to research is reaching
beyond facts and dates and attempting to tap the hu-
man involvement, make people avare that it was our
ancestors who made the history - not the history who
made our ancestors. Instead of recording the passage
of time we prefer recording the passage of the gen-
erations caught in it's flow.

Like the figure bent over in Junior and Melva's
yard, Mill Creek may not be as it seems. Maybe we're
not a magazine. Perhaps we're not & historical. So
what are we? Until ve find our niche let's just say
we're a2 heritage publication.
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LETTERS
FROM
STUDENTS

In the spring of 1925 we

moved from Eldom to 3 miles
southwvest of Brumley on the
Glalze Creck. 1 started to

gchool at China that fall. I
have always been curious as
ko how China ,recelved it's
pname, but I have never found
anyone who knew. I remember
50 will how ik looked. It was
a concrete buiiding with two
doors. I believe there wore
three windows on each side of
the building. There was a
rostrum at the front of the
building and a blackboard a-
eraes the front wall. We had
double seats and desks, and
there was a long recitation
seat acroas the front. The
school was heated with a wood
heating stove. It had a large
stkove drum to make more hasgt .
A blg oak tree atood out by
the woodpile. There was a
voll on one side aof the houee
but somecopne had filled 1t up
with large sticks of wood and
Wi to take water

either had

e

to school with us or carry it

A road ran in
schoolhouse.

and her brothers
attended aschool
called the "ald
ond I attended

from a spring.
Front of the

My mother
and asisters
in what they
schoolhousa"

school In what they called
the "new schoolhouse". My
pother sald they would stuff
their coats {in the broken

vindowe to keep out the cold.
Eometimes we wore our coats
all day ko keep warm. My
mother*s malden name was Nan-
cy HMaude Pope. Her parents
wWere Greenberry and Nancy
Pope . My mother was born in
1885, and passed away 1in 1981
at age 96 years. She remem-
bered much about her school-
days and could recite poems
ghe memorized in school. Her
eisters were Cora, Carrie,
and Nellie Pope. Her brothers
were John, Arthur, and Green-
berry Pope Jr. My mother's
best friend was Bertha Story.
They kept in touch as long as
my mother lived. Mother's
brother, Arthur, and Bertha
Story were childhood sweet-
hearte. He was a little older
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STUDENTS

and finished school before
they did, so mother uvsed to
carry notes to them from each

okher. Mother and her sisters
and brothers crossed the
cregk (Glaize) eaither on a
footlog or on a horse. Mother
wag an excellent epeller, and
I have a MNew Testament given
to her for receiving the most
headmark=. It was given to
her by her teacher, Josie
Buster. I have a picture of
those attending school with
my mother.

I have vivid recollections
of my schooldays at China. I
would go to the home of my
grandparents, Mr. angd Mrs. G.
B. Pope and wait for my cous-
ins, Mabel, Mary, Lena, and
Dorothy Pope to come by. Ev-
ery fall my stepfather, L. B,
Williams, and my uncle, G. B.
Pope Jr., would build a foot-
log for wus to cross the creak
on, and then vwhen the fall

rains started the creek would
get up and .wash it out.

Then

my stepfather

ar myY uUncle or
my grandfather would cross us

in a boat or on a horse. We
had some precarious crossings
to say the least. Once we
crossed coming home vhen
drifts were running and would
barely miss the boat. once
when the creek was rising
real fast my uncle came after
us in the wagon. He went a-=
round the road which was con-
siderably farther than our u-
sual way of going. We crossed
the low water bridge near
vhere the swinging bridges
are now and ‘the wagon and
mule team was almost washed
over the brldge. Except for
the goodness of God we would
have washed over the bridge
and drowned.

My hest friends were Doxie
Jeffries and Dorothy Thompson
Also Mabel Pope and Carlotta
Percival. Dorothy and Mable
are deceased but I still cor-
respond with Doxie and Car-
lotta. 1T think I remember the
names of all those at China
vhen I went to school there,
They were Mabel, Mary. Lena,
and Dorothy Pope (cousins of



LETTERS
FROA
STUDENTS

mine); Maxine Blackburn (also
a cousin); Lee, Joan, Doxie,
Foma, and Paoline Jeffries;
Cyril., Ray, Dorothy. Alleen,
and Sarah Allce Thompson;
Carlotta Percival; Bernice,
Eulice, Alice, Arthur, Levi,
Merrill, and Anna Albertson;
Susie Wright; Lundy Balley;
Teddy and Edward Miller; Lola
and Willard Rodden: HMalcolm
Emry; Lee and Wilma Wornell;
Sidoney Phillips: Sampson and
Elmer Ash: and Edwin Johnson.
Wassie Witt also went a short
time.

Some of the games 1 played
verg "Ante-over'", "Grean Gra-
vel", "Go In And Qut The Win-
dow®, "Going To New York";
"Water Water Wildflower",
"Drop The Handkerchief®, "The
Teakettle Is Poiling Over",
"Flying Dutchman; "Tin Tin".
agnd T think *“Dare Bare*. Some
of these were games my mother
and her schoolmates played
One
ner talk a-

when they went to school.
game I have heard

[6]

bout was We

"Mumblety Peg®.
had a level playground. There

was &4 place to play basket-
ball, also.

one of my favorlite things
was sepelling contests and
ciphering matches which we u-
sually had on Friday after=
noons .

I never
ping at
had to

received a whip-
school, but I have
"stand on the floor",
once because I didn't know
the answer to a guestion in
history c¢lass and another
time because I hadn't studied
my agriculture as I should
have. Both times 1 had plenty
of company to share my pun-
ishment. Cnce 1 had to stay
in at recess because I hadn't
memorired “"The Star Spangled
Banner®”. At that time it was
notk our national anthem. "My
Country Tis 0f Thee®™ was the
national anthem then. Cne
time Dorothy Thompson, Doxie
Jeffries, and I got the “gig-
gles" during class and the
teracher sent us outeide to
laugh. I am not sure who the
teacher was but I believe it
was Opal Carmes. One Friday
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afternoon all the boys except
two, Sidney Phillips and Levi
Alberteon, skipped school and
went to a baskethall game at
Brumley. Sidney was the old-
est boy and Levi the youngest
On Monday morning, the teacher
lined up all those boys in
the frant of the room and
paddled them.

We had a United States map
in the front of the room, and

one weekend vandals desecrat- son home where she boarded.
ed it. There was a good deal The Thompson children ate
of wvandalism from time to some of it and Miss Cleo was
time. afraid there wasn't enough

We always had a Christmas for all of us, so she gave me
tree and a Christmas program. a box of chocolates someone
Sometimes the creek would get had given her. How thrilled I
up- and I couldn't go to the was| I had never received a
Christmas program or the last box of chocolates before. I
day of school. 1 remember one have many fond memories of
time my cousins and I could Miss Cleo, but that box of
not attend our Christmas pro- chocolates was special. He
gram because of high waters, always drew names at Christ-
so opur teacher, Mra. Cleo mas and we usually had Gto
Hixdorf (we called her "Miss trade names to get the one we
Cleo"), left our treats of wanted. The usual gifts were
Christmas candy at the Thomp- handkerchiefs and pencils or

tablete. I remember parkts of
the dialegues and speeches we
had at these programs.

I had three teachers dur-
ing the three years 1 attend-
ed school at China. They were
Opal L. Carnes; 1925-26; Cleo
G. Nixdorf, 1926-27:; Marjorie
L. Gilleland, 1927-Z8. They
were all good teachers, but
"Miss Cleo" was my favorite.
She later married Nile Carnes

My aunt, Nellie Pope Emery
taught one term at China when
ghe was 2 young girl. She is
no longer living. Her daugh-

(7]
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ter. Nan Emry (Claiborn,
taught there arcund the mid
1930"s.

I have a goeod picture of

all us girls at China. It was
taken by Leota Miller between
1925 and 19286 or; 1927. It was
given to me by Doxie Jeffries
Plemmons . I can identify al-
most everyone in the picture.

We moved to Barnett Dis-
trict in the spring of 1928
and I started to school at
Barnett that fall.

In the spring of 1930 af-
ter Barmett closed, I wont ko
visit my grandparents for a
few weaks. China Schopl was
gtill in session so I visited
it almost every day. It was
good to be back with my for-
mer schoolmates. Lucian Mace
was the teacher and his wife.
Clare; vas in charge of the
last day of school program.
She called me to be in it. I
"Fes-
and I

Day .

was in a play entitled
tival Of
represented

The Holidaya"
Memorial

(8]

That was my final contact
¥ith China School. Timber was
being ecleared all along the
Glajizee that spring to make
vay Ffor the Lake of the
Orarks.

Julta Spearman

36 Moneer Drive
Fulton, WO B52E]
China Schopl - 1925-27

At the center of this pub-
lication you will find the
gquestionnaire that provides
us with basic Iinformation re-
garding the school or schools
you attended. We more than
welcome your school memories.
Simply complete the form and
remove it by straightening
the staples that fasten {t to
your copy of Mill Creek. Once
the guestionnaire 1is removed
bend the staples back inte
place. Fold the completed
form on the dotted 1line,
stamp it, then drop it in the
mail. ITt's that esasy! We an-
courage you to share all the
memories you can. Do you re-
member that o6ld school you
¥ent to? Future generations
aren't, unless YOU make the
effort to recall them now.



Legend
of the
Heelstring

The Miller County School for the Blind

Even on 28 map On@é can sae
the ispolation of the Brumley
Creek area, today sprawvled
between state highways "O"
and "C* as they stretch south
ward from Missouri 42. The
vicinity is further dissected

by three county maintained
roads, the asphalt and gravel
of today replacing thorough-

fares that were once nothing
more than rutted hardpan wag-

on trails. In places the for-
est grew so near the roadway
that the branches of trees

from one side would reach a-
cross the lane touching those
on the cther ¢to form a natu-
ral canopy overhead. At times
travel would be similar to
driving through a tunnel.

The majority of those who
settled Brumley Creek came
from the foothills of the Ap-
palachian Mountains- 1in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee. They
wvere a gquiet God-fearing folk
vho stressed the Iimportance
of family and cherished the
privacy the northern Ozarks
hills so conveniently provid-
ed. While love and goodwill
was abundant among kKinfolk.
it could be gquite a different
matter with strangers or
those considered as “outsid-

[9]

Forested hills and narrow
valleys provided the ploneers
with the basic essentials
necessary for subsistence,
though it came with some dif-
ficulty. Census records de-
scribe these land owners as
farmors, ¥hich interpreted
means they relied on the
strength of thelr hands;, the
sweat of thelr brows; and the
providence of God to exist.
Ediblea were collected from
the wild or cultivated in
fields claimed from the for-
est; wWith survival largely
dependent upon thesse endeav-
ors - and to this end they
toiled constantly, day after
day after day.
They verg a
clung to the old ways of
their heritage, seeing little
need for change while regard-
ing with suspicion those who
preached progress and modern-
fzation. The residents of
Brumley Creek wWere gquite con-
tent to boe left alone, the
world beyond it's ridges and
woods having litele influence
or authority over the area.
Many who call it home claim
the Depression years came and
passed unnoticed Ethere. the

ers

peonle who



impact of that great economic
calamity hardly having bear-
ing or significance upan
thelir lifestyle.

The unfriendly terrain and
the backwoods image of those
inhabiting it's depths con-
tributed ¢to the development
of a certain mystique shroud-
ing those secluded hills. E-

real or imagined, each title
usually reflected some degree
of truth.

Heelstring Nation was the
name Phoebe Bibb Williams
heard vhen she moved to Mil-
ler County in 18950 to serve
as a county health nurse.?
According to rumer, there was
A large concentration of

ven those who 1lived nearby blind people in the area a-
referred to the Brumley Creek round Brumley. When they
area as though it were anoth- travelled they d4id so  1in
er land. Some called 1t Boog- groups: =ingle file, being
er County, a derogatory label legd hy a sighted PEESOMN.

indeed, but a name attesting holding the shoulders of who-
to the isolation of the re- ever was walking before them.
glon.1 Beginning from the [front a

There were other labels rope ran the length of the
and other names, each a refl- line; tied from the ankle of
erence in some manner to the one person to the next imme-
various conceptions people diately behind. It was tales

had of the Brumley Creek area such as this that gave Brum-
regardless if those views ley the nickname of String-
were real or imagined. Though town.

| Sasmel Brockman, surveyor of the Tuscumbis to Springfield ®osd in 1B41, described the land
thiy crossed 1n his report to the commissfoners: ®*In Yooking over the plat of this road, 1t
may Bppear strange to those that are unscquainted with the geography af the Ossge and Niangua
country o see how far we hove departed from the true course. To those who are acquainted
with this country, the cause 15 obwious, The Osage. Glaize. and Wiahgua hills Intervening
compelled us to make Ehose sast Bearingt \n order ta get ground sultable, and by doing so. we
have got an extraordinary route. From the end af the first wile we run across a high rldge
to Dog Creal, the land owned by Noah HWodeon. Thence through poor barrens to the Little Rich-
woods which 15 & settlement aof fertile Tand: through the lands of HITV1am Bilyew, John R.
Bilyeu, Simon T. Bilyeu, Emly Golden, Lydia Bilyeu, & non-resident, to Jesse Gott's, to James
GERtTy. THIN DYER #O00R LAND to the Dean's Fork of the Glalie. g safd creek the land 1
good, Ehowgh nat in market.” (Editor's note: this route can basically be Tollowsd Eoday by
griving soitheast from Tuscumbia on HWighway 17, then turning south on Mighway "C° through the
viTlages of Uiman and Grumley and into Camden County. Using the proporties described In Mr.
Brockman®s report as reference points we Find a specific route from Ulman to Brumles, T=awing
the Little Richwoods while passing through the Gott Mlaststion anc ending at & point mRear
present-day Brumley at James Gentry's. The teat highlighted betwees Gentry®s and Oean's Creek
iz the perception wiewed In 1E4] of the Brusley Creel ares. [ven boday, 150 years laler, the
Misgouri Department of Matural Besources describes property It owns In southwest Willer Coun-
ty as "primitive™.)

2 Phoebe mowed Eo Mi1ler County from Bowling Green, Miscourd in Plke Countly and therefnre wn-
prejudiced toward goisip and rumor regardinmg the area.. Though the blind school that omce
stond had bean cloged for over twenty ywars 2t Phoshe's arrival the Tecends s£i11 persisted.
Phoeke would Vater spend 10 years &5 & nirse in the Eldon public school system.

[10]



The Tsolated K111 country of
south-centrel and southeest
Mi11er County helped to cre=
ite & "hickwoods® myitigue
far the psopie that redided
there. Names such as Booger
County only perpetuated the
image of moonshine st117%s,
souble-barrelied shotgens, and
barefoot hAiIVIB4119e8.  The
Tuscumbia to Springfield Road
whigh wag surveyed 1n 1841
passed through the very heart
af this region.

T 3 8 § 8 38 3 8 8 %8 8 8 8 % &£ £ 8 838 8 §8 &%

FEecent memory verifies During the 19th century
this particular story in part the unfortunate plight of the
while research suggests the blind in Miller County had
remainder as highly probable. never been addressed collec-
0f the blind there s no tively on either a local or
doubt, but nho one nov recalls gtate level. Most relied and
the "human trains" portrayed were totally dependent upon
in the legend.? Those who do the charity of family and
remember say the blind used Eriends;, not only for llvell-
canes, elther walking alone hood but alsc for every basic
and using the cane for guid- need and care. This lack of
ance or being led by a sight- attention from judicial and
ed person with each holding legislative agents wasn't an
separate ends of the cane. oversight. There simply were

1 The story regarding the “human trainz® apparently reaches farther IAto the past - or 1
false altogether. Evidence indicates the malady of blindness 2138 affected previous gemera=
tfoms. Perhaps 1t was from this carlier age that the Tegend wai bern, and thus yei contains
& Wint af Lputh,

[11]
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Evidence suggests the legend of the Heel-
string came from a more distant past than
first suspectead: Though far from proving
the legend of the Heelstring, this infor-
mation provides a stronger argument in its
favor and allows less room for dismissal.

{akave] Rubbimg from the gravestone of Botly 6. Warmell in
Hawk ims h‘l-l'l'_‘. ngrthesst of Brumley, idontiTien the
manufacturer and place of business, Stringtown.

Marnell died 8 February, 1877,

[right) Letters published Tn the 3 June, 1BBE Yssue of the
HWiller County Avtogram prompte the sarvices of Dr. L.M. Durch,
area oculist. Jobn Efnder, Ellen Luttrell, and his wife
Elizabeth Thornton (kncen a2 Bets) recefve rolief from a
described Y1lness whose symptoms match exactly the afflilicticon
fdentified 30 yeart Tater A8 Lrachomd, fugaesiting that earlier
generations also sufferpd from §t. (Several ores letturs were
written in reference to Dr. Burch's trestment. including one

from Ella Maples of Aurora Springs. |

[12])

A Thaskhd Man

I_ -
This i in centily thar Dr, L M,
Dwrch, ithe skibled Ceukal, Aunst snd
Caigrrh Specialinn has vienivd use for
premubaied eyeslidy ol 'y peers  sland:
ing, My pye-hili had lawome heavis
¥ granslated and caused =f presi
win. Whan [ hesrd ol the Dhaciar
ming ot Tuscumlas ©1 oo fiind
ufde monr iry o get defcl
sl him snd be okl me b theughi
VT an- |

-I.w
- |

der han treatmend and [ am waly ghad
it [ o, e L2 L T

:j' improved, gramulationy T les
ieve aze all gene . my taghi s grue.
ing batter and | fowl cussulend o &

Cnce ko l_.H:pn Fammly,
Manrwumy, Mo, May oy o888,
Tols 4w ermily thar Iw, L. M
Dwrch has Uresicd * mysall, wile spal
ikiree chuldmen lor granalail -|.T|.|.id_|.
wnd imflammation of lhhT-hm_
My wyes have beet very bad for 19
yeurs il | have walfered warulid T8
i

well andd we are ovetjoyed af the won.
dierfal improvement=n (giwe xre &
h.q:plr (amily once mam, We were
meafly all in darkfsis once bai paw
wi an eee.  Thr. Hech gowe un our
sight sod T wwml all mho at¢ guferin
lreem-dinenaes ol the ey fw-omll

wee him, for he will gpive o homesn




no provisions: at any govern-
mental level, to assist the
blind.*

Individual efforts in Mil-
ler County met with some lim-
ited success near the turn of
the century. Dr. L:H. Burch.
an area oculist, treoated many
with satisfactory results-
Medical science; though im=
proving daily, could only 1im-
pact the gquality of life for
those it could effectively
treat. After all, once eye-
sight was gone what could
realistically be done to re-
store it? So the concerns of
the blind remained unchanged
until well into the new cen-
EUEY .

In 1911 a wvoluntary. char=
itable brganization wvas Form-
ed in S5t. Louis. Known as The
Missouri Association for the
Blind. this group opened a
Broom Shop employing blind
people to make and sell straw
brooms. &

Encouraged by the astound-
ing success of the Broom Shop
government legislators decid-
ed to follow the example of
the Association. 1In 1915, by
act of the General Assembly.
The Missouri Commission for
the Blind was established. It

was recommended that $25,000
be provided annually for the
care and maintenance of the
blind. The General Assembly
appropriated $12.500 for the
use of the Commission on con-
dition that an equal sum be
ralsed by individual sub-
scription. &

One thing medical science
did accomplish in this era
was to identify the leading
cause for blindness in adults
It was a rather insidious
diseage they called Erachoma.
They discovered that if diag-
nosed soon enough and with
proper treatment the effects
pf the disease could be halk=
o#d and usually reversed. They
discovered it was contagious,
with young children especial-
ly susceptible. Sadly enough.
For all the generations who
had suffered, they also dis-
coverad it was a disease that
was totally preventable.

The Commission responded
vigorously to this news. An
aggressive campalan Was
launched to educate the gen—
eral population. Health offi-
cials sought ko locate all
those qualified as vision-im-
paired. Health scresnings and
examinations began in the

i Toe Wizssowrl Schoal for the G1lnd opemod tn 1651 ot was pot classified s @ stete oduca-
tienal Tnstitute wntil §921. The schob) wat developed o astlst the education apd training of
b¥ind children, however by 1S the largest percentage of b ind persons  In Misspurl sere a-
dults beyond school sge = and that percentage was growing rapidle.

5 The Missour! Assoclation for the BYind became the 5%, Louls Ssclety for the Elind in 1930

o decreass the confution betwsen 1RsElF and

the grake-governnd Wisiourl Commlzsion for the

Eiind. After the Commisslon was estabifshed the Bssociatinn confined 1t's work to the St.

Louis aren.

The Broom Shop meationed 1 the text bedam with thirtesn b1ind eegloyeat. evan-

tually there would be nearly one himdred biind workers employed there.

B The Taw crestipg the Cosmlsyion fnhibfited the wse of Ffunds appropristed by the State for

purely charitable purposes.

The theary and purpase of the Tis wats for the Comisajon to de=

wvelop and utilize the Yndustrial capacity of the adult B)ipd.



schools. No stone was left
unturned in their efforts.
Every possible avenue was
pursued. Even the Missourl
General Assembly came under
pragsure from the Commission
to enact new statutes and re-
vise old ones to Iimprove a-
vareness. ’

on 20 Wovember, 1916, the
Central Missouri Assocliation
for the Blind was organized
at Jefferson City.®? A shop
was opened at 215 East Main
Street for the purpose of
training and employing the
adult blind of the community.
Mr. Orlando Jones, a former
grocer in Jefferson City who
had recently lost his sight.
was appointed superintendent.
Though created to assist the
blind in the capital city.
the CMAEB was the beginning of

son City. Arthur Small of
Tuscumbia and Dee Duncan of
Brumley attended five months
of tralning where they were
taught to read Braille, weave
mats and rugs, make baskets,
and cane chairs. It was from
the rcontact with these two
students that the CHMABE became
aware of the numbers of blind
in Miller County.

Mr. Jones began prelimi-
nary work immediately in the
Brumley area. He succeaded in
securing a local board to
manage this new project in
conjunction with the CMAB.
The committer consisted of
Eleven Thompson, Squire James
Martin Havkins and Dr. Walter
Dickson. They met on Monday.,
7 July, 1924 at the office of
Dr. Dickson and enrolled the
following as students in the

new school: Belle Witt:. Ruby
Witt, H.D. Duncan, Joe Duncan
Bluford Lattrell., Albert Lut-
trell and Jim Henry Luttrell.
Classes would be held in the
G.A.R. Hal1.10

After the first season of
classes was completed it was
guite evident o those re-

work for the adult blind in
rural Missouri - and wvould be
the first agency to address
the problemes for nearby Mil-
ler County's blind popula-
tion.?

In 1924, two Miller County
residents enrolled in this
Yocational School at Jeffer-

7 One such Statute, an additlen to Sectiom BIZ21 of Article 11, Chapter 78 of the Bevised
Statutes of Missourd for 1909, roads as fallows:
Soction B321. [t shall be the duty of every mideife to cleanse the eyes of any ine

fant born under her attendance and to place or drop into each eye of any swch ip=
fant two drops of a ome percent folution of ilwver nitrate within two hours after

delivery of the child.
B This organization operated as the Jeffersom Clty Association for the BYVind until 1923.
9 Stateside, prior to the organirzation of the Coentral Missourl Association for the Bl1imd, all
work for the adult Biind had been oniy in the metropolitan areas of St. Lowis, Kansas City,
and 5t. Chartes.
10 This bullding stood for manmy yeard between the Baptist and Chrfstissm Churches at Orumley.

It was built ag o Todge hall for area Civll War veterans. The strocture was razed in the
late 1970%s.

[14]



"~ Prevention of Blindness
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sponsible how important it
was to continue the work. In
September, 1925, the school
was moved to 4 home near the
Mt. Union Church.ll Instruc-
tion now included the devel-
opment of vocational =skills
and those attending proved so
enterprising that a declsion
wvas made to construct a shop
building where products could
be made to sale commercially.

The npecassary funds to
meet the expenses of this new
training center were supplied
equally and jpintly by the
Bank of Brumley and the State
Rehabilitation Service. A
site was approved and Virgil
Smith contracted to construct
the building.i? (virgil was
injured slightly during con-

sbtruction when he fell off
the roof.)
Efmer Ragain, one of the

more outstanding graduates of
Mr. Jopes' training school in

Jefferson City and also blind
himgelf, was appointed as in-
structor and manager. While
teaching at the ‘school Mr.
Ragain boarded with the fami-
1y of Virgil and Stella Thom-
as Smith. Their Gtwo young
gons; Cecil and Wayne. Gtook
turns leading Mr. Ragain from
their home to school and back
Mr. Ragain held one end of
his cane while they held the
other and in thi=s manner
picked thelr way along the
trails through the hills and
hollows. 1Y They wéere paid b#
per day for their trouble.
Wayne remembers Mr. Ragain
as a kind man with a passion

for Stella's lemon meringue
pies which she made as often
as poagible to accommodakte

his appetite. One such ple,
sét out to cool, was covered
with a rclean dish towel to
keep flies and children away.

Supper was Soon ready and

11 The exact Tecation wias wnipecified and StV remaing wnknown.

HMany opinions and memories

wore sought to determice the place ard a comsensus of these point to the 2ld Bee and Bettls

Luttrell Alexander Home.
the photographid contiined tn ERNA artieie.

Fregoantary evigence #d16t6 to substantiate ghis Beliel, wuch as

12 The #11nd Morkshes 2t M. Unfon wis Tocated near the northeast corner of the censtory 38

it saists today.

i3 It wan & comen sight in the Bromley Creek arpd Lo s8e young cousing, nephews, nleces, ar

gther family mecbers Teading arosnd the adult blind a4 degcribed in the test.

Cnildreen will

b children though and' it was always & Terpiation to make & Baring job mare waciting by

ghoasing & mare treéacherous moute than the cne available.

Chughales and ditches wern Blwayy

great fun hut mudpeddies remained & favorite obstacle. mueh to the dismay af thelr heipless

passenger who had  no chofce but to Tollow
mischief, just the scts of belng children.

tho path chosen.
Rt & yowngiter, Fred Wite mad a habie of follow-

1t wasn't necesdarily dime for

ing Oen Duncen kround {known to everyone a3 Ungle Deel. On nne occailon Uncle flee wal soving
along a pathway 3Towly and curely, fealing his way with Rk cane. hot Enwing whn was behind

hin Des stopped and athed, “Wha's thern?®

Fred, new realizing the chance Tor & wonderful

pame, taid nothing. Uncle Des walbed on as Fred Tay down and rolled along on the path behind
him. Thie continued for some time. When Uncle Dée would stop walbing, Fred would stop rFall-
ings Tying quiet and t£171. Soecdenly, Uncle Oes whirled and lashed dut wikh Ris cane, catech-

ing Fred gerofs the beidge af Wis nase and breinging tears to fis eype.

Unele Dep naver had

anyonr olse vall along &n the gromnd Behind fim afser that.



ORGANIZE CLASS FOR
BLIND AT BRUMLEY

IIE§E1Im]h1H
mﬂm ti;iu li.m!]mh I

0. E Jonm, superinisadsnt of the
Vegailonal Beh=ol for the bliad - st
JeXeran Tity, and his wife wers in
Tureumkbla Mondey afternoss . re=
turning Bomse from Hromley whers
[hey had bLeen Io creanlee & class
For ihe Inadroelice of Miller eoun-
ir's blind poople.

Mr, Jomes, whs b Bimsell Blind
and in dang & preat work In beliers
I the condiillon of the Blind In Cen-
trel Bisscori, I8 very @i hoslastic
ateouil (ke presibilitiee In ibiy kind of
educellon.

A commiiies eomsinling of E ©
Thompens, LDr. W, 0. Dickssn  snad
diillge J. M. 1lawkline wsa mnamed
ts8 worh I8 eonjuncilen  wilh  ihe
Cenptral Mimsourl Assceiiflon far |he
Blimd,, The clusa met Monday at D,
MHekapns ofes Fou ths fired Cime and
EBarealler ihe cleas will be Reld 1we
:“rlll of sash’ month st (he G A 1L
il

Thoae smiiending the flrwl  class
were ficlic and foby Win, . 0
fhgnean, Jue Duncam, “Jeek™ Lul-
Lrell, Alberi Lunirel] and Jaa. Jenry
Lautirell.

M. D Dipcan atissded the YVoos-
thanal Behool sf Jefferson Ciiy  [ive
monihe, during whish Lims ha
Iearned Cn read By (ks Bralils &Fs-
e (wilh %8 [lagers of  felsed
charsoiers) wnd io maks door  mein
baakils and cane ehalm

Arthor Bmall of Tuscumbls alsd
aifended the school wnd learned o
weave mais. Hae reevived &  mal
frams Irem (he scheool Mondey and
will make mate. Ho has slsa  besn
arlling meals [Bal thers mads &l the
Diind Behool at JeFerson City,

Mr. Jonts (ells of & came whers ooe
of the tgants's bllad Res besn gredi-
Iy Bepelflied by Ltha elinles which
Eave besm held In Central A issouri
This is M Belsy Lutirsll, BEbs was
declared totally Bitad two Fears aEe
mnd & few dayn ago she wea able (o
s=y & yabbil ren. sdroms  tha gard

Al AR L,
thanks Lo ihe treaimest she received
.11:1“- ﬂi:lhitll third place |8 Con

rumiey is the place I8 -
pral Missowrf fo have s clsss for
ihe Bilnd snd every blind person s
the copaly ahoald ry 1o laks the In-
struction, 11 will & only oecupr
ihelr Ume bul will soon give them
& meured of Incoms el will ald In
mippariing (bem.  Those wha at= (6=
teremind abould commugleamis wilh
Mr, Jonms or wilh the comeniiles up=
polnied ol Arumiey.

Hiller Cownty Autogras - 10 July, 1974,
Article proclatming the First season of
classes 4t the school For the &1ind.
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dinner.
i1t was time

everyone called to
After the meal
for dessert. When the towel
was removed it accidentally
tralled through the meringue.
As the ple was delivered ¢to
the table the ever-observant
Wayne notliced the blemished
topping and brought it to the
attention of his mother.

"Mom, I think =& mouse ran
across the pie.®

Despite all fervent assur-
ances to the contrary. HMr.
Ragain, who of course could
not see the pie for himself,
refused his usual portion.

The workshop at Mt. Union
continued, dividing time be-
tveen education and filling
orders sent to them from the
CMAR wvho distributed their
products to various merchants
across the state. Mr. Jonas
worked tirelessly Iin support
of the school. schedul ing
demonstrationsa and exhibits
over the entire county-

In the 6th Biennial Report
of the Missouri Commission
for the Blind, period ending
31 December, 1926, Mr. Jones
reported 4% cases of blind-
ness in Miller County with 32
of those drawing a blind pen-
sion.lt He class rolls for
the blind school have been
discovered so it is uncertain
as to the number that actual-
ly attended the school near
Mt. Union over the years of
it's existence.

During August of 1928 the
Commission estahl ished a

14 The Commission expanded into several dif-
fermht Lervice depariménts - preventicon of
blindnoss, home teaching and Anstroctiion,
and eapioyment and soclal services. Legisia-
tion providing pensions Tor the desarving
blind was approved 29 March, 1921.



TRAINING SCHOOL FOR
BLIND AT MT, UNION

Two Menths' Course :
umnuud:ﬁl&n&m

Mr. and Mma 0. E Jooes of Jef-
fersonl Clty wera In Miller ecundy,
Thursday of laal week making ar-
rmangemls for comdrcieg &  Lralps
ing school for the Miller county
bhlind peopla st Mi. Unlos ehureh
tamee, pwar Brumkey, beglaning  t1he
Tuesdsy following Labor Dy and
conlinuing twe monlthe, Apy primon
in Miller roundy deslfing 9 aifend
Lhe sehonl |a privilegsd lo h? -

Emidr B, Aagain, of Mt “Vernon,
& graduste of & tmining school for
ithe biled, will have chargs of [he
rchonl sl M. Union ard Sudge J. M,
Mawkira, Dr. W, [ Dickson and E.
T, Thompson of Dramiey will mld in
furibefing s obiecin of ke pchool.
Tha school will be bheld under tha
muspleems of the TCeairsl Missawr]
Associntion for the Blind. Hix sppli-
citlona Bave alrendy been recsived
from persona wha wish- 16 sitend the
schood, They arei  Bella and Auby
Wi, H. D, Dances, Albsrt Lutirell,
“lack™ Laillivii apd  Alpert  HBbel-
Lo

Every blind pereoms (n Miller couns
iy who In otharwiss phymically sble
to work ahsuld besome Imieresivd in
1hle schood and maks ArTaAgTownla
io it ihis iwo moeiks” shood of
tree trabing  1b will meas moch Lo
fioss aitemding. Tor i =il pot  aaly
eeupy ibholr ime apd give them
physleal exereies. bt will ald, =8
well, towsrd (helr up-Leep

[elockwise, Trom abovel) 6 Asgust. 1985, The second season
gf clazzes finds the: blind school moved from Erumley to
the Mt. Umfon community and an instructor appointed.

10 December, 1925. The Pleasant HI11 correspondent for the
Mi11er County Autogram wisits the school for Ehe blind,
The Tetter clebsrly indicates sesporary housing 15 being
yzed at the time aF the ¥isit a3 Tunds are sought "to
bulle them a houte™.

1} Oecember, 1925. Mr. Orlapds Jones bnew well the power
of the press and the strength of public opinion. Haing
lesspns Tearned from the Commission': own sggressive medias
campaign he never aTTowed an opportunity to advertise pass
him by, Whether glwing descnstrations and exhibits ‘oF
morely stopping by the affice af an editor to inform of
progress, Ae made 1t & poimt to keep the plight of tha
E1ind befors pubite scrutiny. 1t was he, sbove Al others,
who made & differance in Mi1ler County.
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| Visits ML Union
School for-Blind.

T =aay s Ilﬂ'sr Prple whil =
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Placement Department respon-
eible for employing blind
workers outside the shops un-
der the Commission's control.
Mr. Orlando Jones was promot-
ed to placement agent within
the system while Mr. Efmer
Ragain succeeded him as su-
perintendent of the workshop
in Jefferson City.

Temporary supervision was
supplied to replace Mr. Ra-
gain, however his position as
manager of the facillity in
Miller County WwWas never per-
manently filled. Without his
constant presence, and with
Mr. Jones occupied elsewhere,
interest in the project began
to wane. The school operated
for nearly a year more before
finally closing.

Once abandoned
frame building that stood
next to the Mt. Union Church
was purchased by Fred Witt,

the little

probably in preparation of
his upcoming marriage. The
building was moved over a

gquarter mile to the northeast
to be used as a home by Fred

and hiz wife-to-be, Parthena
Luottrell. i3

The move was a big event
in the Brumley Creek area.

Kenneth Shelton made plans to

b2 there but his mother said
there was no nead for him ko
be in the way. He sneaked

EARSE,

of logs,

away though and remembers the
day clearly. The stones used
a8 a foundation were removed
and replaced with logs that
spanned the width of the
building. A hitch was rigged
and three horses put into
harness, led by O0ld Jim .
a big gray with red speckles
owned by Jesse Witt, Fred's

grandfather. The reins were
slapped and 0Old Jim strained
forvward. The yYaunger horses

joined the pull and the house
moved forward: rolling on the
logs that had been placed bha=
neath 1it. Shouts of glee and
delight rose from the loft
inside the building where
several children were along
for the ride, Eva Davenport
Eaiser among them. The struc-
ture was pulled a short dis=
then stopped to relo-
cate the logs. They werms
placed in front of the bulld-
ing again, making a roadway
s0 to speak, and the
repeated. A few

the school for
blind was in place and
began a new life as a resi-
dence. It exists today with-
in the walls of the home of

procedure
hours later
the

Dorlis and Certie Rodden Witt!f

Mt. UOnion Church of Christ
and it's original esetting

in view in the distance.

I5 Parthena's father and uncle. Bluford and Albert Luttreell; had both attenmded the school for

Bhie B1imd at Mt. Ueion.
still remains a mystery.

t6 Doral 13 the eldest son of Fred Witt.

[15]

Bluford hat always been known as “Jack®™,; tha reason for the nickname



The Jefferson City Shop is under the management of our Home
Teacher, 0. E Jones. The main occupation is weaving, and we are
of the opinion that some of the best weaving in the country is dane here.
Calonial patterns are employed in the weaving of rugs and counter-

rs. Inthe last year the Commission has discontinued ““'“:F m
its other shope, believing that the best results would be obtained by
centering all the weaving of the state at Jeflerson m The shop

he §EN BYeEn workers are all paid by piece work, and the articles are sold by
! :hitmht H,' t:nxfur: o, a blind saleaman.  During the past two years Mr. Jones has equipped
* Mssour EElon and suprrvised two small shops, cne in the mountains at Boomley in

for the Blind Miller County, am] one in Selalia.  These shops are under his direct
fntroducas MiTler County's supervinion aml are d great tribute o his organiging abdlity. The
new facility near Breumley. Community Fond of Jeferson City contributes o the support of the

h i central shop.  Below appears a list of the shop workers lor Central
ﬁ:rt::pr:g{:lczlq:::ﬂpfnw Missaruet foor the past period showing the county from which they

Came
the report. Brumley's rugged

AT et b0 R JEFFERSON CITY SHOP,

Hrse Strutman Maontgomery  Ben Holon Code
imprecesd many flatlanders .,r-m..:? Faunhis ﬂ!lll_-m ﬁfhﬂﬁrﬂ“r. . ﬂlﬁ
ibefle Wite, iller Lie :
oYer the years. THiS report Ruby 1, wtroll Miller Teresa Hellan Cole
covers the time pericd of Efmet 1;;‘ !.a-—r.m .ﬁﬂjuﬂnﬂn. .E.drl
= L Clarence i o, Sharr_ ftis
1 .dan. 1925~ 31 Dec. 1926 ames Sevkmm Lawremes inchel Hawkans Pt
Jben Shain. . . . Harrism Clharemor Crravil Fertm
Watson Jehes, Lalayriie Mamon Janes + . Pritis
Frank Hakes Callamay Adbsert Fougrell Miler
Ciprrrge Warburton Lole T!-llH 1otrell - Miller
N, ) Pawer LCinle M, D, Dienvan Milter
Ll Chinaley, Ciily N M, Lureell Miller
Thainw (bster. Ciode Allwert Sheltan . Milter
Mare Rsch i e '

JEFFERSON CITY SHOP

This shop has undergone change of management during the last
few months. Mr. (). E. Jones, lormer supenintendent, was transferred

to a4 more ru%mu'hln position as Placement nt for the Commiission The Tth Biennial Beport of
and Mr. E. B. Ragain appointed superinte t. The main occup- the Wissourt Commission
tion here is weaving of rugs, scarfs and bed spreads. These articles for the Blind

are of such beautiful design and good quality that they have a ready smows the reappointmentsy
sale, New designs, sizes and combanation of colors are being constantly of Hr. Jones

maode s as to A1l the orders sent in Troam saleamen,

The small shop at Brumlbey, under this mana At, Is progressing
and fills arders {:rﬁ;lin woven rugs.  Additional supervision

and Hr. Ragain within
tne ﬂflﬂl.l'l‘ill‘l‘.itlﬂ.; Mithaut

provided tempo to encourage and train new workers. their support and presents
The Sedalia Shop is about to be expanded to provide work for the school for the blind
more applicants in nearly counties who need training, as well as to they helped to establish in
p;m-id-gprnr additional blind workers living in Sedala. I local support Mi1ler County wowld not
can be secured this shop will be enlorged. Surv e,
The following are employees of the Jefferson City Shop: This report coverts the time
*prunica Twelius period of
:El-::yhr::iu 1 Jan. 1927 - 31 Dec. 1528.
*Frank Baker
g '.J. Frowers
gl Wilder

:{l’um Juhna

[20]



Pariini Deiratad,
mims=iida

[z1]

Hearly all reparts publfshed
by the
Wissourt Commizsion
for the B1%nd
inclwde statistics revealing
a great degres of work
in Hiller County.
Magnostic and operative
clinies, treatssnt for
indfividunl cases,
viston=testing of schoal
childron, demmestrations for
the provention of blimdness;
all these were amopg
the afforts made
“in the restoration to
usefulness of 1ives which
would otherelise be
doomed Lo blindiess®.
Althaugh reports were
unavailable for specific
Tndfviduals, 4 statenent
released by the Commizsian
di¢ indlcate that
Columbes Morros
of Mi1ler County was
treated for trachoma in 1936,
The troatment Wil
financed by
the Commission.,



fabove]) The second season of classes af
the schisal for the b1ind A% moved Treom
Arumiey to the Wi. Unlon community.
standing, 1. to r. Efeer Ragainm, Betsy
Luttrell, Belle Mitt, Ruby Witt, Albert
Lettrell. sested, 1. to r. Bluford
Black® Luttrell, Dee Duncan. Person I
goorway remaing unidentified. On dizplay
Ere eppmples of products made by the
students - baskets, caned chalr seats,
ruge anql mets, Nate the lap looms meld
by Bluford and Dee. The structure In the
hackground iz thaught to be the old
Bee Alexander place. 1t was used as a
barn after oing vacated by
the BTind schoal.

{right] The small frame strectore buflt
by Yirgl) Selith in 1926 was used as a
schoal for Ehe blind scarcely ten years
before |f elosed. Purchased by
Fred WHEE 1t was mowed to thiz location
to serve ot 8 residencé. The lean-to
pn the rear side of the bullding =as an
aidition made later by Fred and Boused
o kitchen. The lovely subject aof this
photes wast Fred's daughter,

Baisy Wittt Dumcan.

[22]



[right] clrca 1950. The schoaol
for the Blind remains falrly
well intact ftwenty yEars
after becoming a resldence.
Pictured 15 the eldest child of
Fred and PFarthena Lettrell Witt.
Dorsie Witk Heddleston
would later hecome famous for
heldng the mother of world rebngen
autnor, Greog Huddleston.

The extra=wide door shosn behind
Dorsie was made Tto &llow
caslor accest with some of the
larger pleces of equipment,
tuch as Tloor looms,
that wore uWied during the
blind workehoh years.

(below) 1991. The Pome of
Doral and Gertic Rodden MHLE
SE110 retalins the ariginal roof
Itne af the sehosl far the h1ind.
The structure once wied &% &
b1imnd schoal and YTater the hoRe
whereg Fred and Parthena reared
Fiwve childreen mow Serves at &
liwing room.

123]



A decade of work reveals the

Mizgsourl Commission for the Elind

reaching inta every corner

of the state.

The extraordinary concentration

of blind porsons numbered

in Cole and Miller counties

reflects tha aggressive

iavelvement in this area of tha
Central Missourd

Azspcintion for the B11nd
headguartered in
Jafferson City.

Prepana Known ra Pri sintion ar B fspmnin Dy sans a3

Quimann 3 nkin !;L-'
— | -

A display of baskets made by stldenty
pf Mitler County*s School for the BYind.



(aboyve] seated from Tefe: M.D. Dencan, Albert Luttrell
stamding from Jefr: Instpucter Efeer Ragaln, Belle Witt. Ruby Witt. Betsy Luttrsm]],
Bluford "Jach” Luttrell. A1) are now decessed save Betsy Lettrell George whi
in a nursine facility at Cameron, Mizzour|.
photograpbs are all that®= left

lives af those whi

resides

Memaries and & mandful af

1= reflnders of the fchoal. The courpge

Attended there impacted greatly upon a
whia Eoday recalis with affaction the gentlenes
vision-1mpalired =1ders.

ang
wirger conaration
5 and patience of thelr
(below) Ruth Mitt Rodden sti11 treasures the basket
and gliven to ker by her aent Belle WHEE. & student at the bllpd schaoal.

This basket 1s perhaps the only survivime article of the WiV 1ler Caunty Schaal for the BYimd.
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school locations
and
schoolhouses

Identification of district numbers are those designated

after the 1910 recrganization.

Background map furnished by Missouri State Department gf Wighway and Transportation.
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gott
(old ulman)

GOTT SCHOOL, District #70 1= nov used for storage

and stands skirted by a shed. The higher-pitched
roof and chimney identifies the old school.

Final year of use: |95]

presently owned by Lloyd and Juanita Allison Reed
phatagraphed June,  199]



dog creek

DOG CREEK, District #89

final year of use: 1952

presently owned by Glenn and Juanita Scott Robinett
phatographed February, 199}
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ULMAN SCHOOL, District #90 owns the distinction of
being the last sub-district school to operate in
Miller County.

final year of use: 1964

presently owned by the Village of Ulman (Tennyson
Patterson,; Jogshua McGowin Jr.; Jimmy Joe Myers.
James Myers; trustees)

photographed February, 1590



KEYES SCHOOL., District #91 suffered two fires in

the last decade of it's existence. The fire of

21 October, 1941 closed it's doors forever. All

that remains is a foundation and the pump to re-

mind the casual obhserver that a school once setood

here. The pump has stood undisturbed for years until
recently wvhen worthless criminals stole Ehe handle.
final year of use: 194l

presently owned by Marshall and Janlice Hensley Humphreys
photograghed June; 193]
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HOWELL SCHOOL, District #92 barely exists today.
A jumble of [leldstones now is all that marks
it"s location. The old schoolbell that hung in
the belfry pealing the start of each schoolday
now welcomes worshipers to Mt. Zion Christian
Church near Tuscumbia.

final year of use: 1941

presently owned by Gene and Helen Martin Edwards
photographed June, 19%]
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James Harvey Vernon

13 June, 1853 - 2 May, 1941



PIONEER MEMORIES

the diary of
James Harvey Vernon

GRANDPA HENDERSON'S FAMILY

William Henderson vags born
in Tennessea. He married
Sarah Bradford. They had ten
children. They moved to Mill-
er County and homesteaded a
farm on the Little Saline.
They settled there when my
mother was ID vears old. My
mother's name was Sarah. The
other children's names are
Allen; John, Edd, Harwvey,
Isaac, Eli, Betty, Eliza, and
Tilda. Grandmother died on
that farm and was buried at
Salem Cemetery near Eldon.
She was born 11 September.
1791, and died 10 October.,
1856. Grandfather l1ived with
his ehildren, died in Kansas.
and was brought back here and
buried in Salem Cemotery.

"Allen married and lived a-
cross the river south of Bag-

nell. He had five children,
Edd, Jim. Allen, Laura, and
Caroline. He died years ago.

Laura lives close to Bagnell.

Jim and Edd live on the old
homestead.

Betty married Dave Stepp.
They had several children.
Jim, John, Bill. Wayne. Ike.
Edd: George, Joe, Eliza, Jul-
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ia, and Nancy.

Ellza married a Bradford.

Harvey married Sally Ver-

nmon, a =slster to my father.
Sarah Henderson marrcied

Wilburn Vernon. my father.
Ell married a girl by

name of Lucy Bailey. He

the
wasg

not a very good cltizen, did
some things that in that day
were considered terrible; and

had to go away.

GRANDPA VERNON'S FAMILY

Jeremiah Vernon was born
in Kentucky Iin the year 1805.
He was married to Betsy Stark
Theilr two olde=t children
were born in Kentucky. They
moved to Hissourl and hEmE-
steaded a farm wvhere Olean 1B
AOW s The house he bullt was
a large log house with a fire
place in sach end, considered
a mansion in those days. Four
tean children were born there
making 16 in all. Thelr names
are HNancy. Polly. Wilburn,
Becky., Sally: Sarena, Martha,
Carolina, Leah, Migssouri,
E-EI:II'.‘QE. '[.-I..I'.‘H; Tom . Aﬂn;
Maniza, and Charity.

Nancy married Jim Long and



.

® - Pl

,. Charley.

._rfﬂl"l'll

married

1ived close to Mt. Pleasant.
They had one daughter, Mary
Jane. Nancy died young not
long after the birth of her
child. Mary Jane married
Hardy Shadrick.

Polly married John Hannah.
They 1lived near High Point
and didn't have any children.
Aunt Polly was a large wWoman
and lived to be about sixty.

wWilburn married Sarah Hen-
derson and lived in different

places; all in Miller County.
not far from Mt. Pleasant,
Eldon, and Olean. The names

of thelr children are Mary E-
liza, William, James Harvey.
issac Thomas. Elizabeth, Ada-

1ine, Lydia, George, John,
and Frank. One baby died in
infancy.

Mary Eljza married Ben Al-
and 1ived esast of OLlean.
thelir children on a

len
ralsed

Allen Cemetery. Their chil-
dren's names are Billy. Emma,
Estella, and Ernest.
married John Clay, had
child (Edgar). Charlay
mar! tella Allee)had sev-
eral children, Ollie, Priest,
Ray. Tuma, Raymond and Logan.
Estella married Tom Giddeons.

Emma
one

Thelir children are Clarence,
Nevada., Hilger, and Erma.
Ernest and Billy have never
married.

Brother Billy married Anna
Hunsucker and they had one
rhild, Forrest. Anna died and
he later married Theodosia
Jordon . They lived sast of
Olean, near Enon, for several
years then moved to near High
Point. Forrest married Anna
McGill. Brother Billy died at
thelir home at the age of B84.

Harvey married Sarah Jones

and had six children, Ellixa,
Fanny, William Allen, Lou,
Halter. and an infant baby.
Ssarah died 10 December, 1881.

and gave land for the

[34]

later married Rachel

Their children's
Hﬂ-ri nlllﬂ't FﬂTr
Amy, Ray. Gertie, Minnle,
Aubra, Edna, Rella, Cecil,
Effie, Virgie, Versie, and 3
infant babies.

1asac Thomas married Mat-
tie white and lived east of
Aurora Springs. Thelir chil-
dren are Arthur . Pearl.
Blanche, Maude, Clyde, an in-
fant who died in 1infancy.
Opal, Edgar, Carl, Bessie,
Truman, and Dolly Zola.

Adaline married John Evans
and had one child. She and
the baby died when she wvas
real young.

Elizrabeth married Thomas
Smith. He had two children.
Mamie and Willie, but Ellza-
beth didn't have any children

Harvey
Salina Cox.
names Are

After Tom died she married
Joe Merriott and lived near
Latham.

George married Alice White
and lived on the ridge south
of Saline Creek. Their chil-
dren are Nora, Daisy. Gracie,
Nellie, Laura, Bertie, Georg-
je, Ira, Harley, and Willie.
He later married Mollie Grand
ataff. Their children are
Jewel, Louis., and Sylwia. He

later married Maude Adcock
Chetister. They have several
children and are now 1ilving
in Chaney. Kansas.

John married Rosa McKinney
They 1lived on a farm and my
father, Wilburn Yernon. spent
his last years at their house
He received a pension and
paid his way. but Rosy vas
good to him. Their children
are louis, Claude, Carolie,
Chester, and Mildred. Brother
John died 14 June at the age
of 69 years, 11 months, and 4
days.

Frank married Sarah Kelsay
they lived on a farm

of the Saline Creek.

and
pnarkh




For years Brother Frank ran a body. He was frozen and they

saw mill and sawed lumber for had to leave the arrows in
a lot of pepople. Thelr chil- his body. Aunt Sarena died
dren are Fred, Otto, Ruth, the next June. Their children
Corney, Dora, and Lester. are Tom, Martha, Georgeann,
Otto, Ruth, Corney, and an- and Joe Ann (twins). Their
other baby are dead. Ruth was Grandpa MoKinney went after
16, Otto was B, and Corney 2. the children and mother and
Becky married Calwvin Star- father kept the twins and Tom
ling and had about seven Martha married Tom Shelton
children. Thelir names are Their four children are Tom,
Tom, Henry, Jim, Mary Emiline Joel, Martha, and Mary. They
Jane, Handa, Reena, and one lived near Rocky Mount and
baby that died. Aunt Becky both lived to be old. Unecle
and Uncle Calvin both lived Tam always went to the Sol-
to be o0ld. They lived near diers Encampment each year
Mt. Herman. Uncle Calvin died and wore his soldier's uni-
first. form. Aunt Martha died twvo
Sally married Harvey Hen- weeks before Grandpa Vernon
derson and for several years [her father) died.
they lived east of Olean then Caroline married Dan At-
moved out west to Kansas In kinson. They lived one mile
the year 1865. Aant Sally @gast of Mt. Herman Church.
died in northern Ransas and They had two children;, Jim
he married again and moved to and Oma Janec. She died when
Blackwell, Kansas, and died the children ware small.
there vhen he was old. Their Lean married Yancy Roark.
children are Will, Nancy. E- They lived in Aurora Springs.
lizabeth, Tom. John. George, Their ohildren are Molan,
I.-B.., and Fannie. Johany, and Sis (Martha). No-
Sarena married Joel McKin- lan had one daughter, Nellie,
ney . They 1lived close to and Johnny's children are
Spring Garden for years, then Arthur and Horace. Uncle Yan-
moved to Arkansas. Uncle Joel cy was killed in the time of
vas out hunting and wvas the war.!l . About 30 August,
kilied by Indians. They found 1864, seven men wvere killed
him with two arrows in his down on the Osage River. They

I The account given by James Marvey Vernon of Kis Uncle Yancy 8 in reference to what local
historfans cal) the Curtman Isiand Massacre. A force of sisteen militiamen under the command
af 1st Lisutenant Jokn Starling of rural Dlean were surpriced while on  patrol by & tand of
Confederate guerrilYas. Updn thelr capture the sisteen cltizen-saldiers were Vined up. The
fexen montioned by Me. Vernon were singled out and the others releasod. (The pame not remem-
Bered was W1110am @lkzon.] Az the seven stood. helpless and unsreed. & Tiring sguad was
formed. Without ceremony the guiet of the Ossgn Biver Valley wat horrendously viglated as
the Confederate rifies barked. Uncle Yancy Roark fell there among his comrades, Tar from the
eyes of Tamily and Toved ones. In & further act of obscanity the srderers Teft the bodies of
their victind to rot or Bo saten by ftcadvengeri. Fortunately. they were claimed before elther
could happen, Eeing returned home for burial, 8 af those men wera fald to rest in '“'_H.f..“
Cemotery, east of Olean. Crisp (whe apparently survived the Fatal volley and cridled away to
die In the Brush) was buried st Zaring Garden.
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were taken prisoner and Ann married Bill Woolkit.
marched out on the sandbar They had one child that lived
and shot down. The other men to be two years old. Her hus-
were Sam McClure, Fair Long, band died, and in later years
John Starling, Dick Crisp, she married Ed Parris, her
Mat Hicks, and one ather. = o brother-in-law.

Migsouri married Ed Farris Charity married Joel Sim-
They lived near Spring Garden moms and lived and raised
and had several children. I their family near Rocky Mount
don't know all of their names Maniza died when just a
Biliy was one, and he lived girl, about 16 or 17.
west of Eldon for a while. Lark died when he was 21.

Uncle George married Marcy He had TB.

Morman. They lived near Cal- Tom, the youngest in the
ffornia (MO) on a farm. They family, died with spotted fe-
had six children. Dell, Ray. ver when he was 17 years old.
Henry, Jessie, Joe, Lilly. These are the names of my
Myrtle, and Barbara. 0One son Grandfather Vernon's Ffamily
vas born dead, no name. Aunt and who they married and
Mary died 1in February. 1904, their children and also some
and .Uncle Gegrge moved into of the grandchildren and
california and died in Febru- great-grandchildren.

ary, 1912. [continued next lasue)

James Marvey ¥ermon was bors 11 June, 1853, In a log home that would stand tedsy Tnsfde the
city Vimits of Elden, Hissouri. At the tims 6f his Birth there wat po hint of the thrivimg
metropolis that now exists, only open prairie and wooded rolling 1178, There comes & Time
and place in each Vifo when we realize the rice is nearly run and we become reflective of pur
past. Memories of childnood are revisited. We glve an secounting ef ouriglf, MEpIRg our
11fe and those wha touched it won't be forgotien. it s fortunate for ua that James Harvey
vernon had such powerful sentiments that he sought to preserve those memories by writing them
Bown . Through his words we will cateh glimpses of the very birth of HiTler County and the
Tives of thote early plioREFE. M w111 gee images of the turmoil suffered during the Eivid
War. One can only imagine the emotions he felt at he stopd in Allen Cometery and wiatched the
burtal of thase six men, Kis Uncle Yancy smong Ehem. [ndesd the {mpression was 30 great that
he could recall 4t to the very day of his death. Though only mentioned in pasaing, Vernan's
talling of the 1804 diptheria epldemic is truly heart-rending, a mompnt in time when M1 ler
County nearly loat an entire generation. [n soms families a few children died, in others all
wore lost. Parents had to bury thelr own children because neighbors were afraln of cantract-
ing the diseass and carrying 1t home, Thea digry of James Warvey Vernon centers, of COurde,
ground the vermon family, yet has much nistorfcal significence. Bé certain to watch Faturs
fssues of MIY) Cresk for the continuance of this wnigue journal. Perhaos it will entourage
others to bogln one of EheEir own,
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Have you ever
ponder some of life's most
barfling gquestions? Why i=s
the aky blue? What keeps our
hearts beating? How does
graviey work? And the most
haunting gquestion ever = why
vere outhouses alvays buillk
down by the chickenhouse?

Now perhaps the last guos-
tion has never been an impor-
tant one to you, and perhaps
the location of your ocuthouse
was never an i(ssue. But for
thogea of us who endured
childhood with a flighting
rogster around, let mée assure
you that the last place you
vanted the outhouse to be was
down by the chickenhouse!

A fighting rooster. Barn=-
yard bully. Terrorizer of
gemall children and unsuspect-
ing city cousins. 1 can still
recall the chill in my blood
wvhen I'd hear those spurs
clicking up the path behind
me. Many battles were fought
on the well-trodden pathway
leading from the back gate to
the outhouse. I seem to re-
call most of those skirmishes
happening on the way back to
the house. Maybe we had a
sympathetic rooster.

etopped ko
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My sarliest encounter with
a fighting rooster was with a
big white laghorn that bhe-
longed to a neighbor. At the
Eime we didn't own a bractor,
but our neighbors had one.
George and Gertie ran a dairy
cperation and they seemed to
have {t all. A windmilil, a
large barn, indoor plumbing,
everything. Why they even had

a creek that ran vater year
round! With all this stuff
it was more fumn to go to the

neighbor's house and play.
Dave and I went over one
day to play on Geprge's trac-
tor. Now: there'‘s one thing
you've got te understand a-
bout litkle brothers. If you
don't abuse them they don't
feel needed. God made little
brothers and sisters just BO
parents wouldn't have to buy
pets. Sure., we had dogs. but
you couldnt alwayse catch the
dog . And cats scratched too
much. BSort of llke trying to
play with a porcupipne. Little
brothers are just right - and

mine was a perfect age, four-
teen monthe my junior. JUst
old enough ko kry everything

I did, but just yYoung encugh
not to be able to do ik-



As 1 was saying,
over at Ceorge's playing on
his tractor. We whiled awvay
some time before deciding to
go ask Gertie for some cook-
ies. Gertie was always baking
cookies and we knew she kept
a big supply on hand. When
you're [ive years old, eating
cookles is almost as good as
playing on the tractor anyway
g0 we climbed off the tractor
and headed for Gertie's
kitchen. But walting just
outside the barn door was the
rooster. |

AMBOSH !
We beat a hasty retreat
back inside the barn. with

the rooster in close pursuit.
Past the tractor, past the
bales of hay, back into the
Barn as far a8 w& could go.
Now we were trapped, search-
ing desparatoly for some
means of defense. 1 found a
stick and used it to ward off
the rooster's attack. But the
rooster seemed to Know exact-
1y how long the stick was,
staying just beyond my reach.
on the third or Ffourth swing
the dumb stiek broke in two.
The rooster had probably put
it there to begin with.
Sunlight streamed through
the cracks in the wall, high-

lighting the dust sent air-
borne by the battle. The
amell of old hay filled our

nostrils as the rooster began
strutting back and forth in
front of us; bock - bock -
bocking his intentions, and
we were believing every
threat he made. Each strut
brought him a 1little closer
as he sdged his way toward us
Time was running out, when I
vas suddenly Inspired by a
cunning plan.

1 told Dave to run when I
gave the signal. He was to
run in one direction and I'd

We wWare
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run in the other, hopefully
confusing the conceited fowl.
The rooster lowered his head
to the ground and began danc-
ing =asidewvays toward us. It
was now or never.

"Run; Davel* I didn't run
of course. I knew the rooster
would ga for the first thing
that moved-. Dave shot along
the wall, the rooster right
behind him, myself running a-
long the opposite wall. T
must say 1 was impreszed by
pave's speed. We raced for
the door, me on one side of
the Barn. Dave and the roost-
ar on the other. We all got
to the door about the same
time but I was there firat by
an eyelash. We burst out of
the barn at full speed; me,
pave, and the rooster in rap-
id successlion.

It was all open ground
now, &0 I turned for home,
pDave huffing and puffing just
behind me and the roocster im-
mediately behind him. Forget
the cookies! It was life or
death nowl

This was a sly rooster. He
ran silently, making no sound

Each time I thought I could
slow down, I'd glance back
only to find his sinister

form still there.

My longer legs started to
make a difference aa [ began
te pull away. outdistancing
pave and the rooster. Though
Dave was running faster than
1 had ever seen him run. he
knew he was going to be left

behind. In a final attempt to
stay with me, Dave made a
wild grab. Just before 1 got
out of reach he managed to
hook his fingers in the back
belt loaop of my britches. It
felt like psomebody threw an

anchor overboard!
Now I was the one running

faster than I had ever run



before. I knew I could outrun
that old rooster by myself,
but I had my doubts about it
with my four-year old brother
being towed behind.

But safety lay just ahead.
There was a hedge around our
house with just two gaps in
it for entry. Neither one was
close by. I took one last
look behind me. Sure enough,
the rooster was gaining. We'd
never make the gap. I took a
deep breath:. closed my eyes,
and plunged through the hedge
That was: where I lost Dave,
and where the rooster found
him. Half of him made it
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through with me. The other
half didn't. T know I should
have pulled Dave on through.
but someone had to be the he-
ro and go get help. Besides,
from the lock on Dave's face
and from the horrible noises
coming from beyond the hedge,

the last thing I wanted was
to pull the rooster in with
him.

We played at our house the
remainder of the day. Without

@ tractor. Without a wind-
mill. Even without a cresk
that ran water year round.

But most importantly., withouot
4 danged old killer rooster.




The grave of
SUSAN WINFREY.

Wwife of William Greenberry,
daughter of Thomas and Lucinda Winfrey.
has been found.

At her death Greenberry lay her at
the side of her mother in Warcen
Cemetery, with every intention of one
day joining her there.

Marked by a simple fieldstone,
her children later purchased a temporary
funeral marker to signify
her place of rest.

Many of the family then moved to Kansas
and her grave lay unknown to
younger generations.
Greenberry became {11 while on a
visit from Miller County to his
daughters in Pretty Prarie, Kansas.
He died there and was buried
abk Lebanon Cemetery.,
surrounded by Kansas wheatfields,
hundreds of miles from his home
and his wife.

Donations are beling sought to
provide a permanent tombstone
for Susan. Descendants, friends, or
interested parties are asked to
gend their contributions to the
following address;

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 282
Brumley, MD 63017
pleace identify check and/or
envelope with the following:
Winfrey Stone

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN AREA HISTORY?

invalved. Joln the

BHecomse avare. Booome
Miller County Historical Society.

For more information contact this publication
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150 years ago, south of Ulmon's Ridge.
lay a fertile region known as
the Little Richwoods.
The pride of this land was a homestead called
Gott Plantation.

It's sphere of influenca was such that it's name
was passed on to a schoel, a church, and a cemetery.
Now: in 1991,

GOTT CHURCH
stands threatened by the ravages of time.
Unless funds are raised for repair and maintenance,
this structure so familiar to sc many for sc long
will probably have to be torn down. One historic
structure in Brumley (Brumley Christian Church)
has already suffered that fate this year.
Your involvement is necessary to save
Gott Church.
Send donatilions and contributions to:

Mill Creek
Route #]1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 65017

please identify check and/or envelaope
with the following:
Gott Prescrvation Fund

WARREN CEMETERY 6OTT CEMETERY

is maintained entirely is maintained entirely

by donations and by donations and
contributions. contributions.

Send yours toi Send yours to:

Mill Creek. Mill Creek
Houte #1 Box 282 Route #1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 6G5017 Brumley, MO 65017

please identify check please identify check
and/or envelope with and/or envelope with

the rfolloving: the following:
Warren Cemetery Gott Cemetery

OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY!

Recelve three sgquare nails for your donation of %10 or more
to the Gott Preservation Fund. These nails vere saved from
the Brumley Christian Church building and date back nearly
110 years. Limited guantity, so act quickly.
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LAURA LIVINGSTON CASEY
iies in an unmarked grave at the slide of
her husband, Simeon Casey. in the
Livingeton Cemetery. Donations are being
gpught to provide a permanent
tombstone for Laura.

or those who

Descendants, friends,
think it sad that someons should

disappear with no memory or memorial to

say they ance walked this earth
are asked to send contributions to
the following address:

Mill Creek
Route #]1 Box 282
MO &5017

Brumley,

please identify check and/or
envelope with the following:
Casey Stone

HAWKINS CEMETERY
is maintained entirely
by donations and
contributlions.
Send yours tod

Mill Creek

Bouke #1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 65017

please identify check
and/or envelope with

the following:
Hawkins Cemetery

FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE!

FREE!

ETH pg

VERNA kg

FREE! FREE!
Do you have a worthwhile project of historlc or heritage
We realize most of these are accomplished

significance?
only with donations and volunteer labor.
Advertise yours FREE here in Mill Creek.
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Iberia Academy
BulivarnghSchqu

€
lberia, Saturday, October 3|

GAME BTARTE AT 2:00 P. M.
The Bolivar High School team played the
Academ year and th e was pro-
nnnmadinat#!hglxutnfEEF::um? ﬂ&xr
urday’s game is expected to ba as good.

Gome and You'll Seea Thrilling Game

Win

A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 10 Dill ¢ _
GUESS THE SCORE OF THE GAME ADVERTISED
ABOVE. ENTER AS OFTEN AS YOUu wIsH BUT

ONLY ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE. PLEASE.
ITHE NEAREST GUESS TO THE ACTUAL
SCORE WINS! Iw case oF & TIE
INCLUDE THE YEAR YOU BELIEVE
THIS GAME WAS PLAYED.

USE THE EXAMPLE BRELOW AS A GUIDE.
EMTRIES MUsT RE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN
Decemser 31, 199].

VREWA ACADEMY soo
BOWNAR MALW a8y
NEAR  way

No, you didn't miss our Summer 1991 issue. Because of injuries
suffered by Debby in an automobile accident we were inable to
Publish one, &nd since we do not Print a winter issue this (=
the final Mill Creek this fE3f. See you next spring!



"Where Have All The Children Gone'

KEHEE School -F"uﬂ'lp

VERANA KEETH PEMBERTD
AT. 1 BOX -
L d IBERIA, MO, A54 AR
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Stamp
Here

Mill Creek
Route #1 Box 282
Brumley, MO 65017



Name of school District #

6.

7.

a.

STUDENT FORM

How many years did yvou attend this school?

Grade levels completed here (please circle all that apply).
1 2 3 + - 6 7 8

As nearly as you can, date yvears attended (example: '47/'48).

lst grade ath grade
2nd grade 6th grade
3vrd grade 7th grade
#th grade 8th grade
Teacher's name (in full, where possible).
Ist grade 5th grade
<nd grade &th grade
3rd grade fth grade
#th grade 8th grade

Describe from memory how the school looked (interior and exterior).

Does the old building still stand? YES NO
Can you locate where it is or where it once stood? HES NO

Do you know .
the firat year this achool was used?

the last year this schoel was used?

the name of the last teacher(al to teach here?

how this school got it's name?




9.

10.

i1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Include any history or stories you may know about this school.
{use ndditional paper, if desired)

Do you own, or know of anyone who owns, photographs of this
school? YES NO

Name of best friend(s) in school.

Were you and/or any of your friends ever punished at school?
HES NO

Describe the punishment and the reason for it. (use back of page)
{some of you may mneed additional paper here!)

Did your parents or grandparents attend Miller County schools?

Mother® s maiden name School
Father's name School
Grandmother School
Grandfather School

Your name, address and phong number.

Return to: Mill Creek, Rft. #1 Box 282, Brumley, MO 65017



fold Here



