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Copy of Letter vritten by John Burvell loles & Susan Corn dated Junc £5t5
1879, Celifornic, io. WVritten tc her sister-in-law & brother Lec. dohin
Burnstt Corn in Petricl: County, Ve., w0 merried Llizabeth Adeline Cutler
o HNove 4:, 1846,

Dear Brother & Sister:

We recelved yours of June the S$th in due time and were gled to hear from
you agein. In writing this I mey repeat something I wrote in my last,
if so please eicuse, es I hgve forgotten what I wrote before. Ve are
énjoying tolersble hsalth (some chills occesionslly) et present end
moving elong as ususl. Ve have hsd g remarkebly dry sesson until the
lest ten days, and now it is very wet, crops and oats almost a failure,
wheat tolersble if it dossn't get spoiled in the shock - corn promlses

& heavy yield.

People complain of hard times, but there is a heap of money in the
country 1f 1t wes in circuletion. Generally Lfifty or sixty thousand
dollars deposited in the bank et Celifornie without interest. Vie can
se¢ll enything we have for money et low prices to what it was & few
years back but what we have todey is correspondingly low. The Missouri
Pacific RR runs through our town, which gives us & market for everything
we can spere. We buy calico from 5§ to 8 cents.Factory sheeting 8 cents
etc. Ve supposs you feel an interest in our success and went to know
Just how ﬁe ar¢ doing &8s you ask "what business I follow - how much lend
I owm et,

I have followed farming as a principal business ever since I have been
here. I have 120 escres of land, 90 acres in cultivation, 40 acres of

it in bottom land, all fresh. Ve have clearsd and fenced it ell since
166 (we 1live in the timber). I sold the place I first settled on last
Spring. I have stock enough, conslsting of horses, rules, cows, hogs
and sheep. I owe nothing end have some $1200 or §1200 shesd. We
generally raise from 200 to 250 barrels of corn, from £00°'td 800

bushels of wheat and 5 or 6 thousand pounds of pork. ¥e have but four
children, all boys, and they are all grown. Herman Peter, the youngest, _
ieg in his eighteenth year end welghs 160 pounds and sends you his -
picture. Our children know very 1little about their kin. Our county

is smell, consists of both timber and prairie, has a population of some
15 or 20 thousand. The assessed valuation of 21 million dollars. The
real value twice that. Votes about 3000. State County and school tax
about one fourth per eent. Our county owes nothing, our State debt is
18,000,000 but our Stete bonds sell st & premium, bLend is worth say
$5.00 to £25.00 per ecre.,

Ve have nearly all religious denominations. The missionary Baptist
Church, Methodist, Campbelites are the principal ones. There are only
the Southern Methodlsts that have mueh hold - some Northern Methodists
but they heve not done rmch, BSusan and I and the two oldest boys be-
long to the Kis., Baptist. I think the Baptist hold the most ground.

We have just built us & new church in one and half of miles of me and

was dedicated lest Sunday. ' _ ;.

The morals are &s good probebly as enywhere sinse the war,



sned to kmow our epes. I will be Tifty eicht next Octoher. Susean
wvill te 5E. I have not been able to work eny fcr six or seven years and
Susan is failing very fast although has never hed eny severe sickness.

John Can't you visit us? We would be very glad to see you out here.
Susan says you end sister come out see the country and apend some time
with us and we will try and go with Fou un in Ssaline end see the folks.
It is bad for brothers and sisters to separate in their youth and neve
sce each other sgain. Our Patrick folks have have quit writing. ‘
I write so little I reckon by the time you worry over this you will be
tired. Vrite us ageln soon.

Youres in love

Jdes Be & Susan Koles

(The original of this letter is in the possession of Miss Margeret Lee
Corns of Gate City, Virginia. This letter was written to her grand-
father, John Burnett Corn.)





