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The Billingsly Cemetery is virtually inaccessible. The cemetery sits upon Steve Perkins privately owned 

land. The only way to view the cemetery is through Steve Perkins permission, or if you know the 

adjacent land owner, Roy Keeth. We were lucky in that our cousin Roy Keeth, drove us through the 

muddy pasture in his 4x4 Chevy pickup, and got us there without any problems. The quest to view the 

cemetery now includes the passage through multiple cattle gates. Once through the field, you walk the 

rest way in. The cemetery is sectioned off with barbwire, but cattle have obviously gotten through, as 

there is cattle excrement throughout the cemetery. I saw at least two rabbits while visiting the 

cemetery, for many have made their home there. Deer droppings indicate that cattle are not the only 

visitors. I honestly have never seen a cemetery in such a horrible shape. The entire cemetery is an 

overgrown thicket of trees of vegetation. We literally dug our ancestors fallen tomb markers out of the 

earth, and wiped them with a squeegee that Roy had in his truck. If you ever plan on visiting Billingsly 

Cemetery, you will need a 4x4 vehicle, a weed eater, sturdy shoes, a shovel, clippers, and a stiff wire 

brush. You may want to take some paper and pencil to do some marker rubbings, as many tombstones 

are hard to read. A bottle of water is good to have to wash the surfaces off for readability. Fallen trees 

and curious cattle have been the demise of many markers located there.  It would be a great service if 

the Miller County Historical Society, and or relatives ancestors of the buried, could come together and 

team up to preserve this cemetery, which I fear will soon be lost if action is not taken. I took many 

photos to document the cemetery. Here are a few: 



 

Photo 1:  This is the cattle gate you must pass through on Steve Perkins property, in order to access 
the Billingsly Cemetery.  The cemetery is behind the cattle in this photo, in that wooded grove thicket. 

 



 

Photo 2:  This is a photo showing how you must shoo the cattle, then open the gate, then drive the 
pickup through, then quickly close the gate behind you so the cattle do not get out.  I am in the truck, 
looking out the front windshield. You can see the cemetery which is in the wooded grove behind the 
cattle there in the pasture. 

 



 

Photo 3:  We pulled the truck up to the cemetery barbwire fence. There is no entrance gate, you just 
climb over or under the barbwire to access the cemetery. 

 


